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| fsterday north of Muzaffarabad, in the Pakistani-controlled part of the divided region.
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PROGRAM DISORDER
On the Front Lines

tion of a fifth-grade girl lays bare an-
other chronic problem. He has to ex-
plain to her parents that she has an
irregular heartbeat, but cannot see a
cardiac specialist for almost half a
year. New York pays specialists
poorly to participate in Medicaid,
and many refuse Medicaid patients.
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Angel Pérez of the Bronx, with his
mother, Dominga Rosario, faces a
five-year wait for ear surgery.

linic, Hurdles to Clear Before Medicaid Care

Sixteen months spent inside Mor-
ris Heights, listening to patients,
clerks, nurses, doctors and adminis-
trators, provides a stark education in
Medicaid as it is lived at coarse, un-
predictable ground level. Those
months  illuminate = Medicaid’s
sprawling good works, and how they
are undermined by inscrutable rules,
daunting paperwork, human frailties
and, plainly, the puzzling ways New
York spends the program’s billions
of dollars.

For the people who turn to Morris
Heights and Medicaid for care, and
for those at the clinic who labor to
help them, Medicaid’s faults and
handicaps boil down to three funda-
mental, dispiriting truths that strike
at the heart of its lofty ambitions:

gPeople like Ms. Shuler have trou-
ble getting health care through Med-
icaid because they do not understand
the system, especially the enroll-
ment process. That is one reason
about one million eligible New York-
ers are not in the program, accord-
ing to researchers. New York has re-
cently made enrollment easier, yet it
still demands more extensive docu-
mentation from applicants than any
other state, requirements that can
thwart qualified people and, accord-
ing to experts across the political
spectrum, do little to prevent fraud.
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Stem Cell Test
Tried on Mice

Saves Embryo
Technique Could Shift

Debate on Humans

By NICHOLAS WADE

Scientists have devised two new
techniques to derive embryonic stem
cells in mice, one of which avoids the
destruction of the embryo, a develop-
ment that could have the potential to
shift the grounds of the longstanding
political debate about human stem
cell research.

The destruction of embryos is a
principal objection of anti-abortion
advocates who have strenuously op-
posed federal financing of the re-
search.

The second new technique manipu-
lates embryos so they are inherently
incapable of implanting in the uter-
us, what some see as a possible eth-
ical advantage in the proposed ther-
apy, which converts a patient’s skin
cell into embryonic cells and then
new tissues to repair the body. Both
methods are described in today’s
online edition of Nature.

The technique for making embry-
onic stem cells without compromis-
ing the embryo has yet to be adapted
to people, but the two species are
very similar at this level of embryon-
ic development. “I can’t think of a
reason why the technique would not
theoretically work in humans,” said
Brigid L. M. Hogan, an embryologist
at Duke University.

If it does work in people, which
could take many months to find out,
the technique might divide the anti-
abortion movement into those who
accept or reject in vitro fertilization,
because the objection to deriving hu-
man embryonic stem cells would
come to rest on creating the embryos
in the first place, not on their de-
struction.

“This gets around all of the ethical
arguments, except for that small mi-
nority of the pro-life community that
doesn’t even support in vitro fertil-
ization,” said Representative Roscoe
G. Bartlett, Republican of Maryland,
whose Web site describes him as “a
pro-life legislator.”

Until now the only way of deriving
human embryonic stem cells has
been to break open the embryo be-
fore it implants in the uterus, a stage
at which it is called a blastocyst, and
take out the inner cell mass, whose
cells form all the tissues in a human
body.

Although the blastocysts used in
the procedure are ones that fertility
clinics have rejected for implanta-
tion, many opponents of abortion say
the destruction of any embryo is
wrong. Congress has forbidden the
use of federal money for any such re-

search, and federally supported sci-
entists can work with only a small
number of existing lines of embryon-
ic stem cells that have been exempt-
ed by President Bush.

Robert Lanza and colleagues at
Advanced Cell Technology, a bio-
technology company in Worcester,
Mass.. have developed an alternative







